How are so u th africa’s chi l dre n?
S

outh Africa has ratified the United
Nation Convention on the Rights of the
Child. You therefore have the legal right
to demand respect for your rights. Which
rights in your life are not respected - at
home, in school or in your community?
What can you do to change this and
what assistance do you need to have this
changed? Talk to your Life Skills teacher.

Su rvive and grow
You have the right to life. Every country
that has ratified the United Nations’
Convention on the Rights of the Child
must do all it can to allow children to
survive and develop. In South Africa we
have 18.2 million children; this is 38 %
of the entire population of South Africa.
About 12 million children still live in
poverty. This is more than half of all
children in South Africa.

Africa, work to earn a living or to support
their families. At least 247 000 of these
children perform work that are dangerous
and illegal. 96% of school-going age
children attend schools, although the
dropout rates are high, as they get older.

A home, clothing,
food and secu ri t y
More than 10 million children receive the
government’s child support grant of R270
per month, while an estimated 1.4 million
eligible children still has no access to their
grant, because they do not know that they
have this right or are not able to request
the grant because they do not have birth
certificates. Before 1994, this grant did not
exist. More than 95,000 children in South
Africa live in child headed households in
our country, without adults to care for
them. More than 2 million children live in
backyards or shacks and 150,000 children
live in child headed households. We have
3,7 million orphans; about half of whom
have lost one or both parents to AIDS.

Crime and Pu nishmen t

Protection agains t Violence

Health and MEDICAL care
You have the right to clean water, adequate
sanitation and medical care. In a few of
our provinces, the governments have
managed to deliver safe water to 90% of
their child populations. However, more
than 7 million children still rely on distant
or unsafe water sources in South Africa’s
rural provinces. Just over half of all our
children have access to adequate toilet
facilities, while 6.8 million children are
still using inadequate facilities. Around
438 000 children are HIV positive.

www.worldschildrensprize.org

REFUG EE children
Refugee children from Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and other African countries
come to seek asylum from war and
other forms of discrimination. The
law states that these children have the
same rights as any other child in South
Africa. They may not be be discriminated against or refused an education.

A teacher, a child or another learner at
school may not beat children. Children
suffer violence in their schools, on their
way home, within their communities and
frequently within their own families. It is
your right to be protected from violence,
and important that we all help each other
to find help and stop violence and abuse.

The new Child Act came into effect on
1 April 2010 and says that children who
have committed crimes should be given
care and help. Imprisonment may only be
the last resort and for the shortest time
possible. South Africa constitutes the 4th
largest imprisonment rate in the world
and the second largest in Africa.

s t ree t children

child l abou r
You have the right to be protected from
economic exploitation and work that
prevents you from going to school and/
or is harmful to your wellbeing. Over 2,6
million children between 5-14 in South

You have the right to live in a safe
environment, school and medical care.
Globally, more than 60 million children
live on the streets. In South Africa, there
are thousands of street children, but it
is difficult to calculate the exact number,
since it grows every day. Many children
become orphans when their parents die,
for example of Aids. On the streets they
learn to take drugs and live a life of crime.
and poverty.

Sources: The Child Institute, UCT & Unicef. Please also see Celebrate the Rights of the Child and
How are the World’s Children in The Globe magazine 2016.

Your voice mus t be heard

S TREET children

You have the right to say what you
think about any issue that affects you.
The adults should listen to the child’s
opinion before they make decisions,
which must always be made in the best
interest of the child!

You have the right to live in a safe
environment, school and medical
care. Globally, there are more than 60
million children who live on the streets.
There are thousands of street children
in South Africa, but it is difficult to
calculate the number of children who
have no home, as it grows every day.
Many children become orphans as their
parents’ die of Aids and other causes.
They take to the streets where they learn
to take drugs and live a life of crime and
poverty. More than 2 million children
live in backyards or shacks and 122 000
children live in child headed households.

Crime and Pu nishment
The new Child Act came into effect on
1 April 2010 and says that children who
have committed crimes should be given
care and help. Imprisonment may only
be the last resort and for the shortest
time possible. South Africa constitutes
the 4th largest imprisonment rate in the
world and the second largest in Africa.

www.worldschildrensprize.org

Sources: The Child Institute, UCT. Please also see Celebrate the Rights of the Child and How are
the World’s Children in The Globe magazine 2016.

